He becomes Leader of the Irish Party
chosen. He now had the distinction which he lacked when
they last met, but her romantic mind had veered a little in
the meantime. She did not now demand distinction in her
husband, but instead a devotion to herself which Parnell
was not prepared to give. He took her to a ball, and as they
mounted the stairs she slipped a fragment of paper into his
hand, on which she had scribbled this verse:
Unless you can muse in a crowd all day
On the absent face that fixed you.
Unless you can dream that his faith is fast
Through behoving and unbehoving,
Unless you can die when the dream is past,
Oh, never call it loving**
On the second occasion when he met Mrs. O'Shea, he told
her the story of this love affair, and asked her who had written
the lines, Mrs, O'Shea said " it sounded like one of the
Brownings/' and he replied, " Well, I could not do all that,
so I went home/* One may be permitted to regret that the
.devotion which he was not prepared to give to Miss Woods
he was too ready to give to Mrs. O'Shea* But the lady was
not inconsolable* A young American advocate entered the
room, and Parnell perceived that she was immediately
attracted by him, and that he had lost her through his in-
ability to love as the Brownings loved* He never saw her
again, and she married, presumably, the young advocate,
in whom, however, she fotmd neither distinction nor devotion*
The marriage was not happy* We may here take our leave
of her. PamdTs brother, John, and his sister, Theodosia,
Mrs* Paget, were in Newport in 1880, a few months after
Parnell had had his last interview with Miss Woods, and they
decided to "call on Charley's old sweetheart/* "She
talked rapidly, evidently rendered somewhat nervous by the
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